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Born in Boston, MA, raised by a single mom, I was the middle 
child with two older brothers and 2 younger sisters



• Family was displaced at the age of 4 due to a fire 
in our apartment, I was again homeless 
at the age of 14. 

• From the age of 4-6 was in a family shelter called 
Sojourner House.

• At the age of 6 moved to 57 Blue Hill Ave (Dudley 
Street Area)  



Map of city

Presenter
Presentation Notes
<2 miles from downtown Boston. 



1300 vacant lots

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conditions were compared to bombed-out Beirut.
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DSNI Board of Directors
Total Seats:  34; 32 elected in open community elections every 2 years

19 Neighborhood Residents:
 4 African American
 4 Latino
 4 Cape Verdean
 4 White

3 Youth between ages 15 – 17
7 Non-profit Agencies
2 Small Businesses
2 Religious Organizations
2 Community Development Corporations
2 Residents appointed by the elected Board







Presentation to 
the DSNI Board 
of Directors to 
get dedicated 

Funds for 
Youth Work

(From the film Holding Ground)



Dudley Street Career 
• Volunteered for 10 years 
• Co-founded the Youth Committee Nubian Roots!!
• Served at the age of 15 years old on the DSNI Board of Directors 
• Served as a board member of the Community Land Trust and 

Served as Vice President for 2 years 
• Was hired onto DSNI/DNI Staff and was on staff for 12 years and 

served in multiple positions over that period including ED of CLT. 



Youth Development in Action
• Youth Run summer jobs program

• 8 Youth team to design and run the 
program 

• Focus on Community beautification 
and Environment Justice education 

• Operated for 5 years 

• 200 Youth over the time of the 
program affected and employed

• Highlights from the 2010 campaign 



30 Youth Hired for the Summer 
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